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Goals for the next 3 years:

• Growing our membership

• Growing our Educational 

programs

• Growing our ability to fund 

our research programs

• Growing our partnership with

the Rose Industry
www.rose.

org

ARS 2015 Fall National 

Convention

September 10-13, 2015

Syracuse, New York





The Mission of the American 

Rose Society  

“to promote the culture and 

appreciation of the rose, 

through education and 

research, to members, to 

local rose societies and 

their members, and to the 

public.” rose.or

g



The New Board’s vision 

for

The American Rose 

Society –

To Grow ARS and ensure 

its futurerose.or
g





 Modern Roses 

 Heritage Roses





- For Today!

- For Tomorrow!!



www.rose.o

rg

 Research Endowment Trust

 Educational Endowment Trust

 Maintenance Endowment Trust

 American Rose Society 

Endowment Trust



Goals of the new 

Board



Goals of the new 

Board



TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2015 74 = 0.96%

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2014 210 = 2.6%

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2013 528 = 6.22%

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2012 655 = 7.15%

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2011 899 = 8.96%

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2010  890 =  8.16% Trial membership

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2009 948 = 7.99%

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2008 1,512 = 11.31% Recession

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2007 1,838 = 12.08% (Dues increase went into effect 9/07)

TOTAL MEMBER LOSS 2006 1,431 = 8.6%

Membership trends for 2006 

– 2015



www.rose.o
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2015-2016 has been a great 

year for ARS!  

Our accomplishments for the 

past year



As of October  1, 

2016:

Paid Members – 7535 

E-members – 4016

Total - 10,908

rose.org



After 10 years of decline our 

membership is growing!

Our improved renewal numbers   (80% in 

September) along with a high conversion 

rate from trial to full members is 

contributing to our upward change.  This  

along with our strong social media 

presence and increased E-members , are 

our key areas of growth over the past 

year. rose.org



rose.org

E-members help 

to 

grow your 

local society 

and ARS!

And there is a 

high conversion 

rate to paid  

members 





American Rose 

magazine

January/February Theme

“125th Anniversary”

rose.org





For Your Zone

• 6 Local Societies involved in each 

edition

• 5 Issues per year

• 90 Local Societies providing 

REGIONAL informtion – through the 

national magazine – over the next 3 

years!
rose.org



Easier to navigate and find what 

you’re looking for.







Our Roses & You Facebook Page!!



E-newsletter for ARS Members - Published Monthly





After 10 years of decline our 

membership is growing!

Our improved renewal numbers   (80% 

in September) along with a high 

conversion rate from trial to full 

members is contributing to our 

upward change.  This  along with our 

strong social media presence and 

increased E-members , are our key 

areas of growth over the past year.
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Bringing you great  roses you can grow where you live!!



American Garden Rose Selections™ 

AGRS™

The new National Testing Program 
for new varieties and varieties 

that have been introduced and/or 
registered since January 1, 2005.



 Formed in the wake of the demise 
of All American Rose Selections to 
provide a nationwide testing 
service comparable to the AARS, 
but with improvements to fit the 
needs and desires of 21st century 
rose growers. 



The Key words in Rose 

Culture today are:

REGIONALITY

DISEASE RESISTANCE



AGRS™ Mission Statement

 To recognize and recommend the 

best garden worthy rose varieties 

for the various regions of the US 

through testing and to provide 

objective and reliable information 

to the general public.



Board of Trustees

 Clayton Beaty – AGRS Treasurer; Owner, Beaty

Fertilizer Co.

 Steve Hutton – AGRS Board Member; CEO, Star 

Roses & Plants

 Wayne Myers – AGRS Chairman, Gardens & Judges 

Committee 

 Pat Shanley – AGRS Chairman; President, American 

Rose Society 

 Mike Shoup – AGRS Chairman, Breeders & Nurseries 

Committee; Owner, The Antique Rose Emporium

 Pam Smith – AGRS Webmaster; Park Landscape 

Manager, City of Farmers Branch, TX

 Gene Waering – AGRS Secretary; Chairman, ARS Old 

Garden Rose Committee



AGRS™ Advisory Board

 Dr David Byrne, Texas A&M 

 Tyler Francis, Francis Roses

 Jay Hiers, Edisto Memorial Gardens 

 Clair Martin, Curator Emeritus, Huntington 
Botanical Garden

 Dr. Allen Owings, Louisiana State University

 Dr. Malcolm Manners, Florida Southern 
College

 William J. Radler, Hybridizer, “Knock Out”
 Jeffrey Ware, Immediate Past ARS Executive 

Director, Director of Philanthropy for The 
Nature Conservancy

 Paul Zimmerman, Zimmerman Roses 



AGRS™ Scoring System

 Heavily weighted toward disease 

resistance. 

 Modeled on ADR – the successful 

system that has been used in 

Germany for over 25 years

 Adapted to the wide range of 

American climates and growing 

conditions.



Roses are Trialed for 2 years

 In 12 test gardens located across the U.S.

 And evaluated 5 times during the growing 

season

 By a team of 2 judges per garden



AGRS™ Trial Gardens
 Portland International Test Garden, Portland, OR

 Edisto Memorial Garden, Orangeburg, SC

 San Jose Municipal Rose Garden, San Jose, CA

 Trial Rose Garden, Farmers Branch, TX

 AG Center Gardens at Burden, Baton Rouge, LA

 Master Gardeners’ Rose Garden, Kennewick, WA

 Stanley Park of Westfield Garden, Westfield, MA

 Mesa Community College Rose Garden, Mesa, AZ

 Chicago Botanical Garden, Glencoe, IL

 Reiman Gardens, Ames, IA

 The Arboretum, State Botanical of Kentucky,

Lexington, KY

 Queens Botanical Garden, Flushing, NY





AGRS™ AWARDS

American Garden Rose Selections™

Regional Choice Award

Fragrance Award

Regional Choice Heirloom Hybrid Award



30% of the score is for 

Disease Resistance!



What else are they looking 

for?

 Vigor

 Foliage Proportion & Attractiveness

 Plant Habit 

 Flowering Effect/Bloom Abundance

 Rebloom Habit

 Bloom Form

 Aging Quality of Blooms

 Fragrance

 Hardiness – Cold & Heat



DISEASE RESISTANCE

30% OF TOTAL SCORE

INDEPENDENCE 

NO MEMBERSHIP FEE, NO ROYALTY FEE.  ANYONE CAN ENTER FOR 

ONLY THE $100 FOR THE FIRST ENTRY, $200 SECOND ENTRY, 

$300 THIRD ENTRY, $400 FOURTH ENTRY.

REGIONALITY

AGRS™ WINNERS MUST ACHIEVE 80% SCORES IN AT LEAST 50% OF  

THE REGIONS ENTERED.

WINNING VARIETIES WILL BE INDEXED TO THE RESPECTIVE

REGIONS.

TRANSPARENCY

WINNERS  WILL BE POSTED ON THE AGRS™ WEBSITE.   

Hallmarks of the AGRS™ Program



Announcing 

the  

Winners!



2016 AGRS™ Regional 

Choice Award Winner

NW, NC, SW, SE

Look-A-Likes® 

'Phloxy Baby' 

Pol, pb, Radler, William; flowers 
deep pink with white eye, fading 
quickly, 0.5 inches or less, 
single, flat, borne in large 
clusters, no fragrance; 
recurrent; foliage medium 
green, semi-glossy; growth tall 
(5.5 feet), bushy. 
Introduced by Star Roses.



2016 AGRS™ Regional Choice Award Winner

‘Thomas Affleck’   NW, NE, SC
'Thomas Affleck'

2016 AGRSTM Regional 

Choice Award Winner

S, dp, 2005, Shoup, 

George Michael; flowers 

deep cerise pink, large, 

dbl., deeply cupped, borne 

mostly solitary, moderate 

fragrance; recurrent; fo-

liage large, dark green, 

semi-glossy; prickles few; 

growth bushy, tall (6 feet) 

growth; hedging; hips 

large ['Carefree Beauty' ×
'Basye’s Blueberry'] 

Introduced by The Antique 

Rose Emporium

Photo by Mike Shoup



‘Dee-Lish’®

HT, mp, Meilland; 

flowers bright 

pink, 13 cm, 35 

petals, cupped, 

very fragrant; 

recurrent; foliage 

dark green; 

growth medium 

to tall growth 

['Louis de Funes' 

× 'Graham 

Thomas']

Introduced by 

Star Roses

2016
AGRS™ Fragrance Award for 'Dee-Lish'® 



2017 AGRS™ Fragrance Award 

‘Munstead Wood'™ 

‘Munstead Wood’,™ S, dr, 
Austin: English old rose 
hybrid; flowers: large 
double, 74 petals, very 
strong old rose fragrance 
with a fruity note; recurrent 
bloom; bushy, broad shrub; 
mid-green disease-tolerant 
foliage, red at first; hardy to 
zone 5.

Introduced by David Austin



‘Lady of Shalott'™ 

2017 AGRS™ Fragrance Award 2017 AGRS™ 
Regional Choice Award (NE, SE, NW, SW) 

‘Lady of Shallot’ ™
S, pink and yellow blend, 
Austin; Leander Hybrid; 
flowers: salmon-pink 
upperside, golden yellow 
reverse, large, double, 60 
petals, warm tea fragrance 
with hints of spiced apple 
and clove; very recurrent; 
large, bushy shrub with 
slightly arching stems; mid-
green foliage with bronze 
tones; hardy to zone 5.

Introduced by David Austin



‘Faith Whittlesey'™ 

2017 AGRS™ Regional Choice 

SE, SC Warm Climate Heirloom Hybrid Award

Tea, w, Viraraghavan; flowers: 
bright white, large, double, 
cupped, borne solitary and in 
clusters of two to four; light but 
detectable fragrance; very 
recurrent; foliage; medium-
green, semi-glossy; bushy to 3 
feet; few hips; thrives in good 
loan with regular feedings; 
tender (for warm-climate areas 
of the U.S. – areas where 
traditional teas can be grown). 

Introduced by Roses Unlimited.



‘Icecap'™ 

2017 AGRS™ Regional Choice Award 
(NE, NC, SC, NW, SW) 

S, w, Radler & Meilland; 
flowers: pure white cup-
like blooms, 25 petals on 
average, 20 blooms per 
stem; no fragrance’ 
recurrent; foliage dark 
green; good resistance to 
blackspot, mildew and 
rust; growth 2 ½ feet h x 
3 ½ feet w, bushy

Introduced by Star Roses



‘Tahitian Treasure'™ 

2017 AGRS™ Regional Choice Award 
(NE, SE, SC) 

S, mr, Radler; flowers: 
deep salmon pink, 
medium, cuplike 
blooms, 18-20 petals on 
average; slight 
fragrance; recurrent; 
foliage dark green, 
semi-glossy; growth 
bushy, upright, 5-5 ½ 
feet h x 3 feet w; 
excellent disease 
resistance; hardy to 
zones 5-9.  Introduced 
by Star Roses.



‘The Peachy Keen Rose'™ 

2017 AGRS™ Regional Choice Award 
(NE, SE, NC, SC, NW, SW) Winning in ALL 6 Regions!! 

S, pb, Radler; flowers: 
shell pink blooms with a 
yellow center, cluster of 
five flowers per stem; 
10-15 petals, cupped; 
foliage dark green; no 
fragrance; growth 
mounding, 3 feet h x 3-
4 feet w; excellent 
disease resistance; 
blooms continually and 
consistently from spring 
through frost, hardy to 
zones 5-9

Introduced by Star 
Roses
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AGRS™ Award Winning Roses!
With entries from: 

Antique Rose Emporium, 

David Austin Roses, Newflora/Kordes, 

Ping Lim (Altman Plants)

Poulsen Roser, Roses Unlimited, 

Star Roses and Weeks! 

www.americangardenroseselections.org



CHOOSING THE RIGHT ROSE FOR 

THE RIGHT LOCATION!

GROWING 

ROSES CAN 

& SHOULD 

BE EASY & 

FUN



Helping you choose 

Roses you can grow where you live!
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The American Rose 

Society – helping 

people learn to grow 

great roses!!

rose.org
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