
Growing Roses

in the bayou State –
Reseaching, promoting, 

trialing

Allen Owings

Professor (horticulture) and Research Director

LSU AgCenter / Hammond Research Station

Gulf District Director, American Rose Society





LSU AgCenter
Hammond Research Station

1922

70-80 acres of
Ornamental horticulture

Nursery growers, 
landscape industry, 

garden centers

Strawberry country
In 1930’s – 1940’s



USDA Zone 8B
60-70” RaInfall

Hammond Research Station
I-10/12 Corridor
North shore from New Orleans
45 miles east Baton Rouge





Rose Growing in Louisiana:

 Heat

 Humidity / Rainfall

 Chili thrips

 Blackspot fungus

 Cercospora leaf spot

 Crown gall



Researching Roses:
 Easy Tea Hybrid tea rose study – traviata, pink traviata, the 

mccartney rose, frederick mistral, and tahitian sunset

 Conard-pyle / star roses and plants – evaluation of selections 

for future release

 david austin english rose trial – louisiana society for 

horticultural research

 Earth-kind compact / dwarf trial – coordinator kim benton, 

texas agri-life extension

 American Rose Trials for Sustainability

 American Garden Rose Selections Trials



Easy Tea Hybrid tea





Conard-pyle/star roses



David austin english roses

 Lillian Austin
 Evelyn
 Tamora
 The Prince
 Pretty Jessica 
 The English Garden
 Molineux 
 Abraham Darby
 Chaucer
 Troilus

Favorites of Gregory and Karen 
Constant – Baton rouge rose society



Molineux Rose
David Austin English Rose



Earth-kind compact/dwarf

 Sweet Drift
 Raspberry Vigorosa
 Pink Drift
 Cream Veranda
 Cupcake
 Brilliant Veranda
 Oso Easy Fragrant Spreader

 Oso Easy Fragrant Spreader
 Peach Drift
 Popcorn Drift
 Purple Rain
 Oso Easy Paprika
 Apricot Drift
 Innocensia Vigorosa
 Coral Drift
 The Fairy
 Oso Happy Petite Pink
 Roxy Sun Sprite
 Oso Happy Smoothie
 Oso Easy Honeybun
 Southern Peach
 Smart and Sassy



Promoting Roses:
 Lsu agcenter Louisiana super plant – BelInda’s dReam

 Lsu agcenter Louisiana super plant – drift series 

 Gulf district, Ars rose of the year 2015 – BelInda’s dream

 Gulf district, ars rose of the year 2016 – cinco de mayo

 Gulf District, ARS Rose of the Year 2017 – Mrs. B. R. Cant

 Lsu agcenter – 5 news articles Yearly on roses

 Gulf district ars, facebook page

 www.gulfdistrictrose.org website

 Gulf District ARS, List of Modern variety recommendations

 Gulf district ARS, list of old garden variety recommendations

http://www.gulfdistrictrose.org/


Belinda’s Dream Rose
Earth Kind Rose and Gulf District ARS Rose of the Year – 2015

LSU AgCenter Louisiana Super Plant



Cinco de Mayo Rose
Gulf District ARS Rose of the Year - 2016



Mrs. B. R. Cant
Gulf District ARS Rose of the Year - 2017



Mrs. B. R. Cant
Gulf District ARS Rose of the Year - 2017



Drift Roses – Coral, Pink, Red, 

Peach, Apricot, Sweet, Popcorn 

and White
LSU AgCenter Louisiana Super Plant 



Trialing ROSES:
 My hometown roses - conard-pyle / star roses and plants 

(debut in 2016; regional cultivars)

 Low care rose studies (disease observatioins) – university 

of Tennessee

 Easy elegance (Bailey Nurseries) rose cultivar 

evaluations

 Kordes rose cultivar evaluations 



My hometown roses

NEW PROGRAM
2016

 Bolero
 Cherry Parfait
 Dee-Lish
 Easter Basket
 Eternal Flame
 Francis Meilland
 Honey Nectar
 mIlwaukee’s Calatrava

 Mother of Pearl
 Orchid Romance
 Pink Flamingo
 Raspberry Cream Twirl
 Sunshine Daydream
 Tahitian Treasure
 Traviata





American garden
rose selections (AGRS)

 Disease
 Vigor                                                                                     
 Foliage Proportion & Attractiveness                        
 Plant Habit                                                                         
 Flowering Effect/Bloom Abundance                           
 Re-bloom
 Habit                                                                
 Bloom Form/Attractiveness                                            
 Aging Quality of Blooms                                                 
 Fragrance                                                                          
 Hardiness - Cold and Heat

EVALUATED 2 YEARS; 5 evaluations per season; 12 locations 



American Rose trials 
For sustainability (ARTS)

 Started in 2014

 First rose winners announced 2017 (?)

 Roses will be recommended for the
different climate zones of us

Evaluated Two Years; 7 evaluations per season;
11 locations                                                                                     



Low Care Rose – Univ of TN

No-spray varieties: shrubs
- Golden Eye, Hansa, Knock

Out, My Girl, Pink Knock Out,
and Wildberry Breeze. 
climber - White Dawn. 

moderately resistant varieties: shrubs - Carefree 
Sunshine, Fiesta, Homerun, My Hero, Palmengarten
Frankfurt, Super Hero, Wild Spice, and Wild Thing. 

tolerant Varieties: Grandiflora - About Face, shrubs -
BelInda’s Dream, Bonica, Carefree Delight, Crystal 
Fairy, Fairy Queen, Lovely Fairy, and Snowcone. 



Easy elegance Roses

 Kashmir**

 Sunrise sunset**

 GRandma’s Bles

 Yellow brick road

 Super hero**

 Coral cove

 High voltage

 My girl**

 All the rage**

 Paint the town

 Blackspot and cercospora

leaf spot observations

 More varieties added to 

trials in 2016



Kordes Roses

 Beverly

 Grand Amore

 Pink enchantment

 Sunny sky

 Wedding bells

 Winter sun

 Poseidon

 Summer sun



2017 Winners

‘Munstead Wood’ (fragrance)
‘Lady of Shalott’ (fragrance, regional)
‘Faith Whittlesey’ (regional, heirloom)

‘Icecap’ (regional)
‘Tahitian Treasure’ (regional)

‘Peachy Keen’ (regional)





Lady of Shalott



Faith Whittlesey



Icecap



Tahitian Treasure



Peachy Keen







LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station

Mission: develop, evaluate and promote novel and adaptive 

ornamental and specialty crops for the nursery, landscape 

and garden center industries in Louisiana and surrounding 

states; and to enhance production and landscape 

management efficiency and sustainability through 

research, extension and educational outreach.




