One of the challenges for Consulting Rosarians is identifying and correcting nutrient deficiencies in roses. It is always important to eliminate pH
as the cause of deficiency. Our CR manual recommends a pH of 6-6.5 so all nutrients in the soil will be available to our roses. After pH is

eliminated as a cause, observe whether or not the deficiency is occurring in new or old growth first. The tables below summarize symptoms and
possible corrective actions.

When deficiencies show first in younger plant parts:
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When deficiencies show first in older plant parts:
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New
growth
ceases
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withers

Growth
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growth

Pale green to
yellow leaves
remain on plant
Dull gray-green,
older leaves may
cup or fall off
without turning
yellow

Leaf margins first
turn yellow then
brown or purple

Yellow to purplish
brown with netted
appearance
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curled or scorched
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Nitrogen, manures, alfalfa
meal, fish emulsion, sewage
sludge or blood meal

Rock phosphate, colloidal
calcium phosphate, Bone
meal, fish meal or sewage
sludge

SulPoMag, sulfate of potash
or nitrate of potash,

Kelp, seaweed, green sand,
manures or granite meal
Epsom Salts, SulPoMag,
dolomitic lime or manures &
composts

Borax, boric acid, sodium
pentaborate

Ammonium molybdate,
molybdenum trioxide &
sodium molybdate

Ammonium molybdate,

molybdenum trioxide &
sodium molybdate

Murate of Potash




